Honors Course Proposal Guidelines

Faculty members are invited to submit proposals to teach blended courses in the NW-SCC Honors Program.

NW-SCC Honors  Program








______
The NW-SCC Honors Program is a new program which plans to enhance the knowledge and learning experiences of academically talented and motivated students from across NW-SCC’s learning community who want the most from their college experience. The educational experience of these top students is enriched through curricular and co-curricular programs and experiences. In particular, honors students will have the opportunity to focus their learning on the themes of Leadership, Global Studies, Community Engagement, and Research and Creative Arts. 

To learn more about the NW-SCC Honors Program, please visit our website:

http://www.nwscc.edu/honors/  

Nature of Honors Special Topics Courses & Proposal Criteria






Criteria for selection will focus on how well the course meets content and process guidelines described below.

Content
The Honors Program emphasizes four themes – Leadership, Global Studies, Community Engagement, and Research and Creative Arts.  Proposals for honors course components within these foci are highly encouraged, as are proposals for course components that involve experiential learning. 
 All Honors course components serve to challenge and broaden the intellectual horizons of honors students at all levels, regardless of the disciplines in which students are majoring. These honors course components should be rigorous and, therefore, meet any requirements of transferring institutions. The courses which feature these honors components do not normally require any prerequisites and should provide a positive learning experience for students majoring in all disciplines. Proposals can come from any discipline in any division at the College; proposals for interdisciplinary courses are also encouraged.

Process
Honors course components should be rigorous and challenging. The number of honors students per class is generally limited to 5-6 students who are blended within the regular class. 
Course components that engage students in experiential learning are highly encouraged. Examples of experiential learning include service-learning, study tours, and other activities in which students are actively engaged in an experience. Course components should involve collaborative work among students.

 Honors students should be challenged by reading assignments focused on important primary sources and writing assignments that demand clear articulation of ideas. The use of innovative teaching as well as innovative technology is encouraged. Evaluation of students should be based on their willingness to explore and critique concepts, rather than on their absorption of facts.

Structure
Honors available courses are normally offered as courses at an academic value of three to four credit hours depending on the discipline’s course requirements with an additional 1 hour credit being given for the required seminar. Only one seminar credit will be required per semester for each participating student.  The faculty member and his/her department, in consultation with the Honors Program Committee, will determine the scheduling and delivery of the course. Final acceptance of a course proposal is dependent upon reaching agreement about course scheduling. Enrollment is limited, whenever possible, to 5-6 honors students per honors class. Each faculty member teaching an honors course is expected to administer an honors program course evaluation at the end of the course. The faculty member will also be asked to evaluate his/her experience in the course.

Proposal Review Process













Proposals are evaluated by a subcommittee of the Honors Council, composed of faculty members from different divisions within NW-SCC. Criteria for selection will focus on how well the course meets the content and process guidelines described above. We also strive to achieve a balance of courses based on NW-SCC’s general education requirements and ability to enhance student learning outcomes.
Courses that emphasize one or more of the themes of the Honors Program (Leadership, Global Studies, Community Engagement, and Research and Creative Arts) and that engage students in experiential learning will be given priority. 

The number of courses accepted is based on the honors program budget. For each course approved, the instructor of record will receive a payment of $100 per honors student. In the case of a team-taught course, $100 will be split evenly among participating instructors.
Faculty will learn of the status of proposals in mid December of 2007. Letters will be sent to both faculty and department heads/division chairs. 

Deadline 















Proposals are due on Friday, November 29, 2007. Please submit the following via email to jbaltes@nwscc.edu:

· Completed proposal form 
· A tentative course syllabus

· A current curriculum vitae

· A letter of support from the faculty member’s department head or division chair
Questions? 















Please contact:

Joan Baltes, Director

331-5353
jbaltes@nwscc.edu 

